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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 

Listing of Claims : 

1 . (Currently amended) A seat recliner comprising: 
a base mounted to a first seat member; 

a gear mounted to a second seat member and being rotatable relative to the base, the 
gear having first teeth along a peripheral face of the gear; 

a locking member movabl e inside of th e first t ee th rotatable about a pivot on the base , 
the locking member having second teeth engageable with the first teeth; 

a cam configured to rotate the locking member to engage the first and second teeth 
with each other for establishing an angle between the first and second seat members; 

a guide on the base extending radially from a vicinity of the first teeth to a vicinity of 
the cam and having a guide face for slidably guiding the locking member to engage the first 
and second teeth with each other, 

th e guid e e xtending radially from a vicinity of th e first t e eth to a vicinity of th e cam, 

the guide and the locking member defining a gap therebetween at a near side of the 
guide face relative to the first teeth and th e locking m e mber d e fining a gap th e r e b e tw e en so 
that a near side of the guide face relative to the cam abuts the locking member and maintains 
the locking member against the gear with the first and second teeth engaged . 



ATLLIB02 165622.1 



Appln. No. Serial No. 10/672,511 
Amdt Dated 8/20/2004 

First Response in Appln, Reply to Office Action of 4/20/2004 
Page 3 of 6 

2. (Original) The seat recliner according to claim 1 , 

wherein an action line is normal to a gear face of a second tooth of the locking- 
member at the furthest position from the guide, 

wherein the gap extends radially inside of a position where the action line crosses the 

guide. 

3. (Currently amended) The seat recliner according to claim 1 , 

wher e in th e locking m e mb e r is rotatably support e d by a pivot on th e base, 
wherein the locking member has an arced outer peripheral part, and 
wherein the outer peripheral part is slidably supported by the guide face of the guide 
for engaging the first and second teeth with each other. 

4. (Cancelled). 

5. (Currently amended) The seat recliner according to claim 1 , 

wherein the gap extends radially inward from a vicinity of the first teeth, 
wherein the guide has an end at a near side of the guide relative to the first teeth, 
wherein the locking member has an outer peripheral face facing the guide, the outer 
peripheral face having a projection at the near side relative to the first teeth, 
wherein the end and the projection define a narrowed gap . 

wh e rein the gap has a gap portion betw ee n th e e nd and an outer p e riph e ral fac e of th e 
locking memb e r opposite to each oth e r, 

wherein th e gap portion is narrower than another gap portion . 
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6. (Original) The seat recliner according to claim 5, 

wherein the end of the guide has an end face configured to abut against the locking 
member, and 

wherein the end face is inclined radially outward relative to a direction of moving 
the locking member guided by the guide face. 

7. (Currently amended) The seat recliner according to claim 5, 
wherein the base has a pivot is positioned in a vicinity of the first gear, 
wherein the pivot and the guide have the second teeth of the locking member 

interposed therebetween, and 

wherein the pivot functions as a fulcrum of the locking member. 

8. (Original) The seat recliner according to claim 5, 

wherein an action line is normal to a gear face of a second tooth of the locking 
member at the furthest position from the guide, and 

wherein the gap extends radially inward from a vicinity of the first teeth to a position 
where the action line crosses the guide. 

9. (New) The seat recliner according to claim 1, 

wherein the first teeth exert forces on the locking member, respectively, with the first 
and second teeth engaged, 

wherein action lines of the forces intersect the gap and do not intersect the guide face. 
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